313.   NOTES
IF I WERE VICEROY
Two English friends seeking to justify the repressive policy
now being pursued in Bengal asked me what I would have
done if I had been in Lord Reading's or Lord Lytton's place. The
answer came ready to my lips. But I observed that I gave no
satisfaction to the friends. The reason for dissatisfaction was that
they thought that it was easy enough for me to give the answer
so readily, as I was not as a matter of fact in the place of these
distinguished Englishmen. But as, after having thought over my
answer from every point of view, I regard it to be sound, and
as I have no doubt that many Englishmen, who honestly believe
that repression is justified, think like the two friends, I venture to
reproduce my answer with some amplification.
The very first thing then that I would have done would have
been to summon Indians of position and trust, and I would have
shown them all the papers and would have been guided by them.
In   the   case   of Subhas   Chandra   Bose,  I would  have   con-
fronted him with my  suspicion   and  published  his statement.
In consultation with those Indians of position and trust, I would
also have summoned Deshbandhu Das and put the whole burden
of responsibility  on his  shoulders,  in  so far as the suspected
members of his party Were concerned. By this procedure I would
have quietly ensured public peace or been assured that the in-
formation given to me was wrong. This is the least I would have
done, and that too if I had no trust in my legislature, or if there
was no time to summon it.  What is more, I would have realiz-
ed my own unenviable position.   I would have seen at once its
hypocrisy.   Having therefore dealt with the crisis, I Would have
tried  to discover the   true disease, of which the crisis was but
a symptom. For that purpose, I would have summoned represen-
tative Indians before me and tried to ascertain why there were
young, able and otherwise peaceful men, who would mercilessly
kill innocent men and recklessly put their own lives in danger.
I would have learnt that they had no selfish efld and that they
wanted liberty for their country.   I would therefore have been
guided, in dealing with the root cause, by the advice,of the sum-
moned  representatives,  taking  care that no legitimate foreign
interest was thereby jeopardized, and having done'Wa I yould